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PART LPRELIMINARYPROVISIONS

lnterprctation. 1 Unless otherwise provided this Act shall be deemed to

have come illto operation on the I st day ofApril 2023

2 In this Act unless the context otherwise requires-

"dirtomat" means any person or individuat appointed

by a national govenuirent or an intergovemrnental

organizatio4 such as the Economic Community of

West A&ican States, United Nations, European

Union for the pwpose of carrying out diplomatic

activities in Siera Leone. which tbe Ministry of
Foreign Afhin and Incrrntional Cooperation attesls

enjoying Diplomatic Immunities and Privileges under

thi Vienna Conventions on Diplomatic Relations and

on Consular Relations or other similar treaties and

agreements, or under principles ofrecognized Law;

"diplomatic mission" meaDs a grouP of people &om

anolher State and includes embassies and consulales

or of an intergovemmental orgardzation representing

and safeguarding the political, economic, and social

interests-of sucb State or organization tbrough the

conduct of officizil €ngagements and negotiations;

"charitable organisation" rneans a philantbropist, or

not-for-profit organisation whose overall purposes

are charitable in nanle ami carrying non-commercial

activities directed to only provide public benefits,

an identifiable group in need and not to the self-

interests of sPecific individuals;

"clearance on pennit" means the approval gra$ed by

the ministry responsible for finance ro allow an

importer offtems sp€cified in this Act to collectthe

goodt bafot" the stan of the Customs clearance

procedures;
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"Commissioner General" means the person appointed
under Section l9 ofthe National Revenue Act 2022
(ActNo.21 of2022).

"concessional facility" Deans a [oan, or any
development support operation provided on
concessional terms to Sierra Leone, under the
direction and./or participation of the Ministry
responsible for fi nance;

"customs duties" meaDs import tariffs generally
collectible on imported goods by the National
Re!'enue Authority based on the application of an
appropriate rate on the Cost, Insurance and Freight
(CIF) value ofthe goods;

"development partners" irclude European Union,
Intemational Monetary Fund, World Bank, other
bilateral partners or institutioDs, other multilateral
institutions, and aid coordinating groups;

"development par&er project" means a prog?mme or
project supported directly or indirectly by a
development partur, public intemational or regional
organization through loans, Ef,ants and direct aid for
the purposes ofa technicai cooperation programme
or project;

"domestic taxes" means direct and indirect taxes
collected on income generated and goods and
services comumed within the geogra.phical confrnes
ofSierra Leone, which income taq corporation talq
domestic GSI withholding trx on interest, diyiden{
and domestic excise.

"donation or grant' meaus any traDsfer ofgift made in
cash, goods or services between another country
and Sierra l,eone, an organization in another countr_v

and Sierra Leone,
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or an organization in another country aod an

organization in Siera l,eone, for whicl no repa)ment

is required;

exemption means a deviation over a tax period from a

ta>q duty, levy, fee or charge provided for rmder a

geneBl tax law, and for which the taxpayer has a

reduced or lesser tax liability thatr he would have

had wittout such deviation from a tax general law'

"fee, levy or charge" includc rates ofany kind or any

moneys charged or levied on persons, goods,

servic€s pursuant to any enactment;

"gena'al tax lar*" means a law in force offiscal impost

ofthe Sierra l,eone, which forms the primary basis

for applying such fiscal impost in the country;

nharmonised Commodit-v Description and Coding

System" means the nomenclature comprising tbe

headings, sub'headings and their related nunrerical

codes, the section, chapter and sub- heading notes

and the general rules for the interpretation of the

Harmonised System contained itr the text of tbe

International Convention on the Harmonised

Commodiry Description and CodiDg System

approved by the Customs Cloperation Council on

l4dr June, 1983 and the rclevant Schedules attached

to it;

identifiable group" includes a comrnunity, a religious

body, a health facility, a training centre, an

educational institution. a registered association or a

relevaot goveroment entiq';

"import' meaDs to bring or cause goods to be broughl

ioto the country;
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"import taxes" include excise dury, imPort GST,

EaOWAS l*vy, African Union Levy and other

charges collectible on imported or exPorted goods;

"international organization" means a regional or an

i e€over nmtal orgaization inwhich Sierra kone
has a membership and Panicipates Pusuant to any

treaty, bilateral or muhilateral agleemems or ulder
the authority of the Constitution of Sierra koDe'
1991 or any Act of Parliament or any other legal

instuments authorizing or giving an approval for

such particiPatioD;

"International technical cooperatioDn means aJr

engagement of a foreign govemment with Siena

L*ri in * 
"coro.ic 

cooperation for the transfer

of sector specific skills, technical knowhow and

technolory required for accelerating the pace of
economic and social development ofthe countryi

"invesffIent" means tre dirett investrneDt of foreigD

or domestic capital into a business antaprise in Sierra

L€onel

"investor" means any natural Person or legal entity'

including companies, business associations,

partnerships, sole proPrietorships and other

organisations constituted or otherwise duly
organised under the laws ofSierra Leone to operate

a business enterPrise;

"incentives" iD relation to investnent, means the legal

fiscal provisions specificafly designed t encourage

investment and includes the conferment of ary
adwntage in respect of particular investnents;

"levy" includes any specified fiscal impmition payable

Pursuant to an enachnent;
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amandacture" mansto make, Produce or cause to be

made or producd goods;

"Mini*q" meaJls&* minister responsible for fmance;

"persons with disability" means aa individual with a
physical, menta! or sensory impairment, including a

vis.ral hearing or spe€ch flDctional disabilit)'which
gives rise to physical, cultural or social barrien lhat

substantially limits one or more of the major life
activities of that individual;

"port, uset, sellrice fees or charges" ate fees or charges

paid at the Port bY users ofthe Port;

"privileged penons" means the President, diPlomats'

diplomatic missions, persons *'ith disability, or any

other person or entity recognised under this Ac'q

"religious orgonisotion" means organization which

is recognised as having a soie purpose is for
artvancing religion in a manner not considered for
profitmaking but eDgaging in activities to
purpos€futly advanc€ religious beliefs ald interests

"sectrily service" means a s€rvicc comected with

national security as the National Security Comcil
may detemioe;

"Minisry Departmenl or Agency" means a Sierra

Leone State entity and includes a central
govemment local govemment authority, a state

enterprise or public corPoration;

'aehicle" mans a conve)rance for the transPort by
land of goods or persons.
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2 (l) ThisAct shall - Appiic ion

(2) Where there is a cooflict or inconsistency betlvee

this Act and aoy other enactment relatd to tax atrd duty exemptions,

this Act shall prevail.

(3) Where there is a fiscal stability clause in an agreernent

ratified by iarliaurent before the conunencement ofthis Act, it shall

be recoetrised as an approved fiscal stability clause under this Act

o the extent that it protects a right holder ofthe agreement from-

(a) appl).. to all categories ofexemptions; and

(b) be read together wilh 8ny other enactments

relating to the imPosition oftaxation, levies,

fees and charges and other related public

financial man€ement matters'

(a) the irnposition of new discriminatory taxes

or Govemment charges that does not exist at

tte date the agreement is ratifiee

Q) the alrraion ofm odstingtax or Govemmem

charge in the agreement, in a discriminatory

manner; or

(c) the aheration which materially affeds the tax

and other similar palment obligations of the

righl holder of the agre€menl to the

Govemment

(4) For the purpose of subsection (3) an approved fisca I

stability clause shall be a clause in an investment agreem€nt slrned

with the Govemment of Sierra kone that shall warrant the flscal

regime in the agreement to continue to apply or remain unaltered to

the deriment to the inYesting Part)'.
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Prohibition
of
excmPtiotls

Responsibilit!
of MDA s

Rcsponsibility
of the
Ministc,

PART tr .GENERAL PROYISIONS

3 0) A larv passed ia Parliarnent and a contract awarded

after the commencement ofthis Act shall not contain any provision

relating to the grant of exemption unless it complies rvith the

provisions of thisAct

e) A Iaw or contracl ttat Aih to comply with subsection

(l) shall have no effect and shall be rmenforceable rmder the laws of
Sierra Leone

4 (1) A Ministry, DePartnent or Agency shall not facilitate

a &aft law or enter into a contract that contains an exemption with a

private person or contractor mless that exemption is lawfully granted

pursuant to ftis AcL

(2) A Ministry, DePartnent orAgency shall not facilitate

any Draft law or enter into an agreement wi& a private Person or
conmctor to grant an exemPtion except with the authorisation ofthe
Minister

(3) A Mitristry, Department or Agency that wishes to

facilitate the passage of a law or enter into a conti-act containing an

exemption shall submit a request for the exemption to the Miniser.

5 0) The Minister shall be responsible for the following

(a) negotiating all exemptions on behalf of the

State;

2023

(4) Where the Minister receives the request for exemption

refered to under subsection (3) he shall prepare a cabinet paPer

containing all the necessary information rclating to the exemption

and sh:ll submit the Cabiuet Paper to Cabinet for is consideration

and approval.
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ft) submitting any negotiated exemption to
Cabinet for approval and Parliament for
ratification pnrsuant to secdon 110 of the

Constitution ofsierra Leone l99l before the

exemption takes eff€cq

contracl;

the list of items and taxes to which the

exemptions are aPPlicable;

a limil on the total value ofthe exemptions to

be granted under that contracl; and

(c) seeking executive apProval for an exemption

during emergencies

(2) After receip ofa request for an exemption.from a

Govemment Ministq', DepartDent or Agency, the Minister shall vet

the request and ensure that the exemption is consistent with the

"***i" *r-ge-"ntpriorities and g€nral policyoftbe Government

on exemptions iefore submitting the request to Cabinet foraPPro l
or Parliarnent for ratification

(3) The Mitrister shall use an exei:aption as a develoPment

and economic management tool and shall advise Cabinet accordingry'

(4) The Minister shall monitor the use ofan exemption

aad ensure ttrat Ministries, Departmeots and Agencies and other

relevant stakeholders ale informed on any policy' law or requirement

"*UtiaU"a 
,o effectively administer exemptions and ensure their

compliance.

6 (1) Where an exemption is contained in any draft law or Approval ond

draft contract placed before cauinei for upptr,"r *o ftri'-Tt P.t #1,1u*tt"
ralificarion th; draff law or draft contract shall be accompanied with s16rnp1len

the following information- request

(a) a detailed assessment of the value of the

anticipated exemptions assumed in the

(b)

(c)
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Thc
President

(O the implications of the exemption on
development outcomes.

(2) A draft law or draft conradtbat contains atr exemptioD

shall only be considered by Cabinet or Parliament if subsections (2)

of Section (7) and (2) of Se.ction (8) have been complied wirh.

(3) An exemption negotiated by the Minister and placed

before Cabinet for approval and Parliameot for ratification may be

varied by Cabinet or ParliameDt and the Minister shall notif the

party coDc€md about the variation.

PARTM.PRr!,IIjGED INSTITUTIONSAND PERSONS

E(EMPTED

7 (l) AJI goods imported or procured for the prsonal use

ofthe President, including Vice President ofSierra Leone, shall be

exempt from customs duties, tares, fees and charges including port

charges.

(2). An exemption for the President rmder any law shall

be deemed for the penonal use ofthe President.

(3) For the purposes ofthe administration ofexemptions,

an exemption request from the Office ofthe President for which the

purpose is no1 for the personal use of the President shall not be

treated as a request for the personal use ofthe President.

(4) A person shall not make a request for exemption for

the President which is oot for the penonal use of the President
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8 (1) A cabiDet Minister, Mernber ofPadiament includinq illIi:,s,
the Speaker and Deputy Speaker, the Chief Jusices and Judges of Mcmbcrs of

the superior courts ofjudicature shall be exempted from customs !fr:?llt"J;
duties and import taxes on the importation ofone vehicle provided snd Judgqoof

(5) A person who contravenes subsection (4) commis

an offence and is liable, on conviction, to a fine ofnot less than One

Hundred Thousand New Leones and not more than Five Hundred

Thousand New ljones or to a rerm of imprisonment ofnot less than

six months and not more than five years or to both the fine and

imprisonment

that- Couns of
judicalule

1a) the vehicle has a maximum engine capacity

of4.5litres

@) the vehicle is imported solely for the p€rsonal

use of the intended beneficiary and oot

imported for rcsale or disposal to another

Penion ;

(c) &e title of the vehicle is not tsansferred to

any other person.

(2) A request for exemption rmder subsectiotr ( I ) shall be

made by a Member ofParliament once during each cycle ofPa iament

and every five (5) years for the other categories'

9 (l) Goods and vehicles imported bv or for the official use B:l[#f"
of diplomatic missions shall be exempted frorn payment ofcustoms Missiots

duties and other imPort taxes on the following conditions -
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(a) an exemption to a diplomat and diplomatic

missions shall be on a reciprocal basis; and

O) goods and vehicles imPorted by or for tl:'r

official use of diplomatic missions shall be

exempted &om the payment ofcustoms duties

and other imPot taxes.

(2) Exemptions ofcustom duties and other imports taxes

on household goods and other personal effects ofdiplomats based

in Sierra L,eone shall be permitted for-

(a) heads of diplomatic missions and their

immediate farnilies accompanying them; and

@) offrcers of diplomatic missions, including

consular officers who are eligible and

considered in the diplomatic list and their

dependent families;

(3) Any exemption of customs duties and olher import

ganted under this section shall bi in acsordance with the following-

(a) the imported goods should be in reasonable

quantities and not imported in quantities

deemed for resale;

O) a staff of an intemational organisational, a

foreign embassy, a develoPmetrt partner

agency, a diplomatic mission or a consulate,

shall import their household or personal

effects witlin the firct six months on the ltrst

arrival in Sierra Leone;
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(c) customs duty exemptions shall not be made

to citizens of Sierra kone, including dual

nationals, or permaaent residents, and those

appointed as honorary consuls;

(d) goods and articles exemPt from imPort duty

which are intcnded for official purposes and

consumption by the diplomatic missions'

consular posts, third country institutions'

shall not be sol4 lent' Pledgeq leased or

assigned without notifiing thc Ministry ';

(e) authorities shall have the right to insPect

personal baggage ofa diplomatic member in

his presence or his authorized representative

if there are serious grounds or reasons to

presume that it contains-

i goods or articles not imported for the

official use of the mission;

ii goods or articles not imported for the

personal use ofthe diplomatic member

or members of his dePendent familY

forming Part of his household;

iii nor imPorted or exPorted goods

prohibited or controtled bY law

l3
No.

(4) A diplomat or diplomatic mission shall-
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(a) submit import requirements ofthe mission to

the Ministry every six months;

(b) apply for an exemption based on the import

requireme s submitted underparagraph (a)i

(5) A diplomat shall not be exempted from paying the

following

(a) indirect taxes of any kind that are normal$

inmrporated as part of the price of goods

and services;

(b) dues and taxes on traDsactioDs with private

income having a source in Sierra Leone;

(c) dues and taxes on bansactions, including &e
use of private movable and immovable

property siarated in Sierra Leone;

(d) fees and-payments for specifred services

renderd utilities, motorways, transportation

and related natters; and

(e) other dues, fees and taxes specified to be

paid mderArticle 34 oftlre Vierma Convention

on Diplomatic Relations, l96l

(5) For the purposes ofthis Act, the minister responsible

for Foreign Affain and International Cooperation shall annually

submit to the Minister, a list of all diplomats and diplomatic missions

that qualiry for exemption.
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10 (i) Religious organisations for the sole putpot" of 
[iXSlHr,".,

advancing religion shall be exemprd from fte payment of import

duties and impor-related taxes on the following lvolship related

imporrs-

(6) For the avoidance of doubt, exemption under this

section shall not apPly to persons contracting with a diplomatic

instiartion or head of mission.

(a) altars, attarbread altar or commumon wrne,

commrmion wafen, decorations exclusively

for churches, mosques and other recognized

religious facilities, fonts, lecterns, pulpits,

plate, clerical or clerry vestments' bells.

religious rosaries, statuary objects' ;

O) musical instruments, including Pews,

pianoes, organs, keyboards, drurm' guitars,

and public ad&ess systems subject to such

conditiom as the Comrnissioner General may

impose;

(c) limited comPuters, photocopiers' Prhters

subject to such quantity as the Minister may

i-po.";

(O limited number of car:, vans and pickups

specifically acquired for use on the condidon

that the religious entity is also engaged in

charitable work subject to the quanity

imposed by the Minister; ard
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Donor snd
Charity
Orga!isations

(e) other religious requisites notably used

exclusively for public worship as

recommeaded by the Midster rcsponsfule for

Religious Affairs and approved by the

Minister.

(2) Forlhe purpose of pamgnph (d)subsection ( 1), cars,

vans pickups imponed for religious purposes shall attract the

applicable rates on goods and services tax and other consumPtion

taxes.

ll (l) Subject to sub-section (2) imports of a charitable

institution a philantbropisr or any other non profit organisation

including a donation from a donation partner for the purposes of

carrying charitable wort in education , heafth , social services and

WATSAN s shall be imported fue Aom import dury aad import taxes

@) An application for exemption under this section shall

be processed by the entity concerned after satisryLrg the following

conditions -

(a) the application for exemption letter shall be

signed by the offrcial head ofthe beneficiary

eDlity, supported bf' a recornmendation from

the relevant sector minister and approved by

the Mhister;

(b) an application for exemption shall spell out

in detail the specific items and the quantity

of each item expected in the donation or

procured a-s charitable items;
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(c) a charitable organisation shall not be

engaged in any commercial activity

connected to the irnPorted items;

(d) the natue ofthe imPorts, especialty the type'

volume and quantity of imports shall be in

accordance with and be proportional to the

acural needs of their Permitted activities;

(e) allouabte exenrption items, excluding vebicles

shall only be limited to recognisable food

items, materials and equipment for health'

educatioD and WATSAN Purposes, except

in declared cases of natural disasters and

epidemics, where such list allowable items

can be exPanded subject to the

recommendation of the sector minister and

approval of the Minister;

(f) the import or proceeds from wtrich the import

was pmcured should be received as donation

or giff by rhe charitable organization;

G) inported items shall be registered in the name

ofthe chariable organizadon and ifdonate4

be supported by a verifiable letter Aorn th€

donor confrmhg the donation;

(h) goods imported fff chaitable use shall be

distributed ftee of financial cost fiom the

t'7
No.
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affected people and with no evidence of
discrimiDation because of beliei race or
gender, in their distribution and where ir is
proven that cbaritable goods are distibuted
with some financial cost, the beneficiary

organisation will face the full penalty ofthe
applicable law;

(i) imported goods shall be accompanied by a

disrribution list ol the names and addresses

of the affected people or beneficiary
organisations, which shall be certified by the

coBcerned competent GovernmeDt

authorities not below the rank of Deputy

Secretary;

O the applicant shall be registered as a

cbaritable organization with the National

Revenue Authoriqv and firlly compliant with

other tax obligations, such as PAYE and

withholding tax palments and a valid tax

clearance certificate shall satisry rhe

registration requirement with the NRA; and

(k) charitable organizations shall remain

compliant in submining in advance to the

Ministry of Finance, a balf-yearly import

requirement ofits charitable work and Aihlre

to comp ly with th is requirement will resu lt to

a revoking ofthe privilege.
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(3) A charitable imtitution shall import d 5% import duty

and the applicable rates for Goods and Services Tax and other

consumption bxes for the purPoses oftheA charitable work subject

to lhe following conditions-

(a) very limited number of cars, vans and

pickups specifically acquired for use firlly on

cbaritable wod(;

O) not more than two (2) goods carryiag

vehicles, such as vans and one ( I ) passenger

carrying vehicle in every five years, unless

there is a demonstrated need depending on

the size, activities and operational needs of
the organisations and the circumstance of
each institution shall be assessed on its own

merits and as rccommended by the Ministry

ofPlaning and Economic DeveioPment and

approved by the Minister;

(c) no used vehicle, unless, in rare cases, it is

directly donated to the organistion which

shall demoDstrate stsong need for it and shall

be not more than 5 years old from the date of
its frst regist'ation; and

(O imported and locatly purchased official

vehicles shall be used for a minimum period

offour years, before permission for disposal

and replacement exemption on another

vehicle, is granted, unless otherwise new

projects are being ffeated to warrant addition

ofvehicle flect lor an NGO's operauons.
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R.tuming
Diplomats atrd
Rcturnint
Sicna

wiriin
Govcdmcnt
Employlnent

12 0) A retuming Sierra Leonean diPlomat and a person

with firll employment within Goverlment shall be eligible to import

penonal household items and one vehicle free from customs duties

and import taxes provided the beneficiary-

(a) is above eighteen (lE)yelrs old and carry a

citizenship of Sierra kone at the time of
inrporting the personal and household items;

(b) has informed and obtained

acknowledgement in rrriting fromlhe ministy

responsible for Foreign Affairs and

Intemational Cooperation or employing

entity about his,ter inlention to return and

reside permanently in Sierra Leone;

(c) within &e last twelve (12) months prior to

retuning to Sierra Leone is an employee of
an intemational or regional organization in

which Sierra Leone participates pusuant to

law (not applicable to a retuining Sierra

Leonean full emplolment with central

Goverrunent);

(d) has resided abroad for a continuous period

of at least five (5) years immediately Prior to

his retum to Sierra Leone;

(e) acquired the vchicle abroad as the registered

owner ar les-d six (6) montbs prior to retrrning

permaoently io Sierra L€one;
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(O requires the vehicle for his personal use aad

for resale or disposal to any other person;

G) imports the vehicle into Sierra lrone not later

than six (6) months after obtaining the

ackp$'ledgementref€fied to in paragraph (a);

and

(h) shall not sell or transfer the vehicle within

two (2) years of its importation

International Technical Cooperation' T€chnical Assistance and

Development Partner Projects

13 (l) An import by a development partDer , a Public Tc"hticaloo

intematioual or regional organisation may b€ granted an exemPtiotr Froj;cts

in accordance with the agre€ment govemingtbeparticularprognmme

or project for the purposes of a technical cooperation programme or

project

(2) An exemPtion referedto in subsection (l) shall take

no effecl, unless laid as a legislative instnrment before Cabinet and

Parliament for approval in accordance with Section 110 of the

Constitution ofsierra Leone, I 99 I .

€) For the purposes of Section 34(l) of the Public

Financial Management Act 2016, the exemPtion rettrred to in

subsection (1) shall be assessd quantified, and expressly repoted

as part of th€ instrument laid before Cabinet ard Parliament fior

approval and shatl form an arnex or schedule to an agreement signed

by the Govemrnent lor carrying such a programme or Project.



2 Nn fqx and Duty Exemptions Bill 2023

Progmmmes
and projccfs
tuoded by
grarts

(4) For the avoidance of doubt, foreign expeis working

on technical cooperatioD programme or projects ma], be granted

exemption on income related to the delivery of such technical

cooperation programme or project in the count-y.

(5) Not\ry-ithstanding aoy provision of this Act, the

Minister shall explore the possibility of negotiating an exemption

free agreement for aD intemational technical cooperation or donor

project, tmless otherwise there is a strong leed for such ar exemption

to be grant€d as part of government counterpart flmding.

14 (1) Subject to subsection (2) an impon ofa programme or

a pmject fully finded by a grant may be granted an exemption rcquired

in the agreement goveming the progranme or project

(2) Where a progamme or a project frrlly fr:nded by a

grant is to be provided with an exemption, the Minister shall, in

accordance wi$ Section ll0 of the Comtitution of Sierm lrone,
1991, lay a legislative instrument before Cabinet and Parliament for

approval, tre exemption refe[ed to in subsection (1) before it takes

effect

(3) For the avoidance of doubt, and subject to any

applicable agreement on voidance of double tanation , a private

contractor or an employee ofa private mntactor who executes a

contract shall be subject to applicable domestic taxes.

(3) No exemption shall be allowed otr any import ofa
programme or a project referred in subsection (l), unless imported

under the name of the programme or projecl aod where the programme
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or project is implement€d wholry or iD part by a govennnent Ministry,

Departuent or Ag€ncy, the customs clearance shall be €arried by or

rmder the authority ofthe Sierra Leone National Shipping Company

Limited

15 (l) Slbject to subs€rtion (2) an imPort for a proj€ct firded cotrc.ssioosl

by a concessional facility may be gmnted an exemption frorn lhe f"j'.liq-

payment of a negotiated concessional facility agreemenl

@) Where a project ftrnded by a concessional facility is

to be provided with an exemption, tle Minister shall securc the

approval of Cablnet and Parliament for the exemption referred to in

subsection ( I ) befor€ it takes effed in accordanc€ with Section ll0of
the Constitrtion ofSierra i.rone, I 99 I .

(3) No waiver of domestic taxes shall be granted on a

concessional facility project, unless ifihe waiver shall be required as

a one ofthe primary conditions ofthe facility ard negotiatcd as pafi

of Govemment counterPart funding.

(4) For the avoidaoce of doubt, and subject to any

applicable agreement on the avoidanc€ ofdouble taxatiotr a private

contractor or an employee of a Private contractol that executes a

contract under a ' project firnded by a concessional facility shall be

subject to the payments ofall apPlicable taxes-

PARTIV.MIMSTRIES DEPARIMENTSA}{DAGENCIES

16 (l) subject to subsection (4) anew contract entered into Provision for

by a Ministy, Deparonent or Agency with a privde supplier or Negotiltcd

conractor for the supply of goods , services or projects to lhe contracl

Ministry, Departrnent or Agency shall be inclusive ofthe basic cost

ofthe Contract and all applicable tax payments due to the confact

2023 a
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@) A private supplier or contractor who executes the

supply of goods, services or projects for a Minisay, DeParturent or

Agency shall not be relieved ofhis tax obligations in rcsPect ofthe

execution of any supPlyy of goods, services, or projects under a

contract-

(3) Where a person in a Ministry, Deparment or AgeDcy

signs a contract with a private suPplier or conractor relieving him

&om any tar obligation underthe contract both colruIit alr offence

and liable on conviction m tte following -

(a) for the person in tbe Ministry, DePartnent

orAgenc),, to a fine ofDor less rhan l€250,000

and not more than Le500,000 or to a term of
imprisonment of not less than two years or

to both the fine and imprisooment ; and

(b) for the private supplier or conh?clor to a fine

ofnot less than Le 500,000 and not morc than

Nk I,0m,000 orlo a tenn of imprisonment of

not less than t*'o-and-half years or to both

the fine and imprisonment.

(+) A Minisu'y, Department or Agency shall be liable to

pay through budgetary provisions import duty, Goods and Services

Tax (GST) and orher taxes, levies and charges on thek imports and

conaacts thar arc subject to tlrcse payments.

\
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17 (1) An exemption of customs duty and import taxet [t";'"t'9*
including port charges shall be granted on the procurernent of ,*dt mr:I:i
services or projects ofthe following secudty items or Personnel-

PARTV- STATE SECI.IRITY AND OTHER SPECIAL

CJOVERNMENT TRANSACTIONS

(a) arms, ammunition, specialized security

vehicles, public order and cornmunicatiot

equipment imported by the Govemment or

by a private pelson contacted or authorized

by Covernment to do such for and on its

behalf;

(b) procured personal effecs, excluding vehicles

of a secr,rity penonnel rctuming Aom peacr-

keeping operations abroad.

(2) For the purpose of this Act, the price of a contract

awarded by a Ministry', Department or Agency for the Procwelnent

of security goods or sen'ices shall consist of only the basic eost of

the contact tlhich shall be the prevailing market rate exclusive of

any applicable tax payments due on dre contract.

(3) Any contract for the procurement ofsecurity goods,

services or projects shatl be subject to the Fovisions of this AcL

18 An exemption fiom customs duties, imPort taxes and pon illllli;",..
charges shall be granted on medals, medaltions and other decoratiors and olher

imponed directly by or for the Govemment for auards by the President ff.*f:liJ:"r
and National Security Institutions. Aaards
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Election
relatcd
Materials

19 An exemption fiom customs duties, import taxes and Port

charges shall be graated on any election related malerials impofied

by or for the Govemment for the conduct ofelections by the National

Elecloral Commission"

PAKT VI- PRrydE INVESTMENT DGMPTIONS

20 (1) Where an investor in a specific sector' industry or

inyesunent programme spplies for a t&K concession to the minister of

the sp€cific sector, industry or investuent Program , after receipt of

the tax conc€ssion application the minister of the specific sector,

indusEy or investment proglamme shall make a recommendation

the Minister to grant the concession after receiving approval Aom

Cabinet or Parliament

@) Where the tax concession referred in subsection (1)

is on customs duties and import taxes, the list ofthe items to which

the concession applies and tlle exact cotrcessional rate for each item

shali be expressly provided in a legislative instnment made under

this Act

(3) Wlere there is a desire for Govemmenl to take up

carried interest in any business or investment programme that

accesses tax concessions, the Minister shall constitute a leam io

negotiate a reciprocal equity in the investment for the tax concession

graded under subsection (l).

(4) Where the Govemment wishes to relinquish an equity

sake it has in an investment with a Private investor by virtue ofa tax

concession grante4 the investor shall have an urreserved right to

buy back the equity stake at the prevailing market price.

Sectot
specific tax
inccntives
for strste8ic
investm€nl
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(5) For the purposes of this section' the minister

responsible for trade, indusfialisation and invesment shall-

(a) in consultation with other relevalt

Govemment Minisaies, DePartsnents, and

Agencies, determine lhe priority investnent

areas and required investment level for

Cabinet aPProval;

(b) within thirty days after the approval refened

in pragraPh (a), Publish-

(i) in the Gazette;

(ii) in a newspaper ofnational ctculation;

and

(iii) on its and other relevant websites,

(O A private investor who seeks tax concessions rmder

this Act shall make an application to the relevant sector minister'

(7) A relevant sector minister shall, in consulation with

the relevant Ministries, Deparftnents or Agencies, determine whether

an inve$ment for application with tax conc€ssion falls within the

priority areas and invesinent level specified under paragraph (a) of

subsection (5), and shatl c.Dvey tlle request of the investor b the

Minister.
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scwica or usct
cbaqcs snd
fees

(8) The Minister shall, on receipt of lhe application

specified under subsection (6>

(a) Enter ncgotiations with the investor;

O) assess through the negotiations:

(i) detailed cost ofthe investrnent

Qi) exact scope and details of the tax

concessioDs requesied and to be

granted; and

Qii) whether Covernment can take an

appropriate equiEv in the investrnent for

the negotiated tax coDcessions.

(9) Subject to section (6), the Minister shall, on

concluding the negotiatioD refened in paragraph (a) of subsection

(8), notiS his colleague minister in the retevant supervisory minist"y

about the negotiated tax concessions.

PARTW- USER CHARGES, FEESAND TRANSITONAL LEVIES

2l (l) No exemption fiom a sewice, user charge or fee

charged by govemment or government contmcted service provider

for the provision ofa service shall be granted to a person who uses

the service unless provided for under this Act.
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Q) Notwithstanding any law , a person who uses a

service lor which a service, user charge or fee is chargeable shall be

subject to the payment and any associated service, user charge or

Ge.

22 No person shall be exenpted from paying arry inrernxional l:r*,:n''on"'
regional or community levy, such as the A&ian Union Lery or the

Economic Community of W'est African Stat€s Levy, imposed by

reason tt fiDanc€ the opera:ions aad pmgrmmes of any int€mational'

regional or community organisation, unless an exemption is

sanctioned by the rcle\ant orgadsation.

Other SPecial Privilzga

23 0) Any item" material, article, equiPment and motot :ffit*" 
*'*

vehicle modified or designed for the exclusive use ofpenons with

disability, imPorted by institutions or organisations involved in the

caring, support aad rehabilitation of persons with disability'

recommeaded by the Minister responsible for Social Welfare and

approved by the Minister shall be exempted Aom the payment of

import duty, Goods and Sewices Tax, demurrage charges' Port

charges aatl any other lery or charge imposed on imports'

(2) Any donation, bequest, subsidy, or financial

assistance made to a Government Minisay, D€Parunent or Agency

or other organization involved in the caring support, and rehabilitation

ofpersons with disabiliry shall be exelnpred from import duties alld

taxes-

(3) For rhe purpose of computing taxable income of a

registered taxpayer in Sierra Leone' a donation', beques! subsidy' or

financial assistance referred under to subsection 2 shall be allowed

No.
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Wildlife
conscrvation

as a deduction from the gross income for persons or organizations
that made the donation, bequest, subsidy, or frnancial assistance.

(4) Subsection (3) shall not apply to persons in deftult of
their tax obligations with the National Revenue Authority before the

donation, bequest, subsidy, or fnancial assistance referred under to
under subsection( 2) was made.

24 (t) Import and procurement of goods and equipment
recommended by the responsible minister and approved by the
Minister shall be exempted Aom customs duties, taxes, fees and port
charges and any other Ievy or charge imposed for the pu4roses of
potecting, safeguarding and upkeeping a wildlife conservation zone,

such as the Tacuguna Chimpanzee Sanctuary,

(2) A donation, beque4 subsidy. or financial assistance

made for the purposes ofprotecting safeguarding and upkeeping a
uildlife conservation zone shall be exempted from import duties and
taxes.

(3) For the pwpose of computing taxable income of a

registered taxpayer in Sierra Leone, a donatio4 bequest, subsidy, or
financial assistance retbrred to uuder subsection (2) shall be allowed
as a deduction &om the gross income for persons or organizations
that made rhe donation, bequest, subsidy, or financial assistance.

25 The importation of equipment and materials used
exclusively by Govemment Printing Department or any entity
contracted by lfie Govemment with the Ministry's concurence, for
the printing ofSierra t€one's passporr, national identification cards,

Govcmment
printing
malerials
and
equipmcDt
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business incorporation and regisFation certificat€, vehicle licence

other official docurnents on behalf of the Government shall attract

zero percent import duty rate.

26 Where a cabinet approYal requted under this Act cam, ilt"r'Ji
be readily obtained during an emergency that arises an Executive

approval may satis! the requirement for such Cabinet apProval.

PARTYItr.MSCELI-dNEOUS PROVISIONS

27 Subject to the applicable customs law, a disembarking 3::::lt#"
passenger or a similar traveler with any accompanied personal

baggage shall be allowed an exemption on the following-

(a) not more than 200 stick ofcigarettes or 2509

of other tobacco product;

(b) not more than two (2) lites ofwine, spirituous

liquon of any kind or beer;

(c) not more than a quarter (0.25) lite oftoilet

water aud 50g ofperfitme;

(d) not more thatr a suitcase of used personal

effects; and

(e) other personal effects not exceeding fiYe

hundral United States Dollars (USS500) in

aggregate tenns.
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(b) is a dordifi to a Miristry, Dqatnst s
Agency.

A (1) The Miniser rrray reroke an e(erption on tlE
grordsd ryrrittirg ar cffarestip.Idd uder Sim Z

(a VWEreat e(srtrim is rq/okd Lrds s.bdim (1)

a rr*ioe #l be served to the grate cf tfE e(srTft"m ad the

irdvidd, sloprisetrirditlimsosved#l belidetordud,
with irtered, fin6 ad dEges4dicdeby larrr tlefdl arurt cf

tfEe(srpim d reary dilid rdsttisAct totteNdicrd Ra/enE

Adhlrity, or theitsn #l besa'zd ad adiorEd.

Tr.nsfer_ of - X (l) tghere a holder ofan exemption transfers ownership
owncrsDro ol
;*;;;;ii.; right of an item exemPted'.-mder this Act to a person not entrled to

H :::tfd:, the exemption under this Act, the tansferee of the exemPted item

shall pay to the National Revenue Authority an exemPtion granted

on taxes due and payment on the item at the time ofthe transfff.

(2) For the purpose of'subsection (l), a holder of an

exemption wto disposes or transfen an ownership right of an item

exempted under this Act held by him, shall be obliged to provide the

Ministry and National Revenue Authority with full details ol the

disposal or impending change ofownership ofthe exemption.

(3) Subsection (l) shall not apply if the transfer of an

exempt item under tlis Act-

(4 td<es dc bdvvsr p€rsors holdirg an

e(grBigl uds tf isAct' e(oqt ftr Hes
rddirg to cd€oriB uds Sdim I, ftr
wlidr s.bectim (1) $tdl +dY; ad

Rcvocation
of oa
exemption
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(3) For the purpose of this section, a grantee of an

exemption sha.ll make and sign a declaration recognizing tle legal

obligation to fully comply with this Act and to refrmd, with interest,

fines and charges or seizure and auction associated with atr exempt

item under this Act in the eYent of a violation of conditions for the

gratrt of the exemptions.

30 (1) Subject to the applicable customs procedurq 3 clclrarce oa

clearance permit shall be allowed for perishable goods, medicines

and vaccines, *'eapons and ammunitions and other sensitive exempt

items under this Act.

(2) A request for clearance on pernit referred to rmder

subsection (l) shall be made directly to the Ministry aftet initiating

an exemption request under this Act.

(3) The request for clearance on permit shall include

copies ofall documents submitted as part ofthe request for waiver of

customs duty and tax.

(4) The normal cleamnce forrnalities, including processing

the exemption request through the clearance system operated by the

National Revenue Authority to perfecting documentation, shall apply

to clearance on permit Process.

3i (1) A request for customs processing an exempted itern i;:fj#;,
under rhis Act shall be lodged online rhrough completing the e- clcarancc of

exemption declaration form in the customs clearance system operated 1 cxttnption

by the NatioDal Revenue Authority-
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(2) AEy r€quests referred to under subsection (l) shall

be directed through the supervisory ministry *'hich shall recommend

the request to lhe Minister for approval.

(3) Upon receip ofthe request elecbonicatv a supervisory

ministy sball rcview and assess whether an application for customs

clearance ofan exemption satisfies all applicable requirements before

recomDendation to the Minister for approval,

(4) The Commissioner General shall elec&onically process

the release of consignment on the approval by the Minister of an

application for customs clearance ofan exemptio4

(5) A completion of the release processing notificalion

shall be transmitted by the National Revenue Authority to an applicfit

ofthe request rcferred to under subsection ( I ) or his customs clearing

agenl.

Offences and
Penallies ? (l) A person commits an offence ifhe-

(a) graots or causes to grant an exempdon in an

enactment or a contract entered with an

investor, a private person or contmctor in

contravention wilh this Acq

ft) provides false information to influence a

decision on the grant or administration ofan

exemptiorq

(c) fails to repod knowledge or information in

respect of an exemption-related fraud
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committed by a person agahst the Slate to

the appropriate authority or law enforcement

authorit-v

(d) connives in committing any ofthe offences

referred from paragraPh (a) to O) '

(e) fails to comply with a provision ofthis Act'

(2) A person who contravenes subsection (1) is liabl€ to

a fine ofone hun&ed thousand Leones and on conviction' to a fine

of not less than two hundrcd and fifty thousand kones and not

morethan five hrmdred thousand Leotres orto aterm ofimPriso Itent

for not less than six months and not more ftan five ]'ears or to both

the fme and imPrisonment

(3) A person who fails to comply with an exemption

provision provided for in this Act commits an offence and' is liablc to

a fine of hvo butrdred and fifty thousand l-€ones and on convictiorl

to a fine ofnot less than five hundred thousand l'€ones and not more

than one hundred million l€ones or to a term of imprisonment for not

less than six months and not more than five years or to both the fine

and prison term-

(4) A person commits an offence and is liable to a fine of

tuo hundred and futy4 thousand New Leones and on conviction to a

fme ofone-and-halftimes the tax amount accruing tom the grant ofa

utilised or utilising exemption, or to a term of imprisonment for not

less than six years or to both the fine and prison term ifhe-

i5
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Consequential

llace

(a) knowingly makes or sigas a false

documentation, false return, or false record

ofentry in administration ofan exemption;

(b) fails to use an exempt item urder this Act for

the intended purpose;

3 (l) The Finance Act 2006 is amended in section 3 by

deleting tbe amount ofl-e 1,00O,000 and inserting Le 5000 New Leone

in its

(2) The Person Wilh DisabilityAct 2011 is amended by

repealing sections 33 and 34 and inserting the following new section

33 0) Any iter, material, article, equiprnentand

motor vehicle modified or desigrred for the exclusir€

use ofpersons with disabilit-y, imported by institutions

or organisations invoh,ed in the caring, support and

rehabilitation of persons with disability, recommended

by the Minister responsible for Social Welfare and

approved by the Minister shall be exempted trom the

payment of import duty, Goods and Services Tax,

demurrage charges, port charges and any other levy

or charge imposed on imports.

'Parso0s
lYith
DisabilitY

(2) Any donation, bequesl subsidy, or financial
assistance made to a Goi,emment Ministry,
Department orAgency or olher organization
involved in the caring, support, and
rehabilitation ofpersons with disabiliry shail
be exempted from import duties and taxes.
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(3) For the purpose ofcomputing taxable income of
a registered taryayer in Sierra Leone, a donation, bequest, subsidy,

or fmancial assistance referred under to subsection 2 slnll be

allorved as a deduction fiom the gross income for persons or
organizations thatmade the donatioL bequesg subsidy, or financial

assistance.

(4) Subsection (3) shall not apply to persons in defauft

oftheir tax obligations with the National Revenue Authority before

the donation, bequesq subsidy. or financial assistance referred under

to tnlder subsection( 2) were made.

(3) The Finance Act 2021 is amended by repealing

section 48 and replacing it with the following new section -

'Prrsolls
!trith
Dis.bility

33 0) Any il€rq material, tich, equipmentand

motor vehicle modified or designed for the

exclusive use of persons with disability,
imponed by inslilutions or organisations

iuvolved in the caring, support and

rehabilitation of persons with disability,
recommended by the Minister responsitrle for

Social Welfare and approved by the Minister

shall be exempted from the payment of import

duty, Goods and Services Ta:q demurrage

charges, port charges and any other levy or
charBe imposed on imports-

(2) Any donatioq bequesg subsidy, or finaacial.
assistance made to a Govemment Minisky,
Deparrnent or Agencl or other organization
involved in the caritrg, support, and
rehabiliratioa ofpersous with disability shall
be exempbd Aom import duties ard la\es.
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(4)

For the purpose ofcomputing taxable income

of a registered ta)qpayer in Sierra Leone, a

donation, beques! subsid)', or fmancial

assistance referred under to subsection 2 shall

be allowed as a deduction &om the gross

income for persors or organizations that nade

the donatioq beguest, subsidy, or financial

assistalce,

Subsection (3) shall not apply to persons in

default of their tax obligations with the

National Revenue Authority before the

donation, bequest, subsidy, or financial

assistance referred under to under

subsection( 2) were made-

(4) A provision is any legislation other than the-

(a) Gcods and Services TaxAct 2009

O) Custoflls Act 201l,and

(c) Section 48 of the FinarceAct 2021

providing for a grant ofan exemption is

herebY rePealed

(, Notwith$anding subsection (4 )

(a) an exemption related law passed before

the and not inconsistent with this Act shall

have the same effect of this Acr and shall

continue in force unless rePealed;

(b) regulatiors ' 
orden atrd rules rclating to

the adminisfiation of exemptions in force

before tt€ commencement ofthis Act aDd not

inconsisteDt with this Act shall continue to

apply

34 The Minister may, by statutory insmrmentmake regulations

to give effect to this Act

(3)

Regulations
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